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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Ryton  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1960. 

There  has  been  a  small  population  increase  of  20. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  is  little  different  from  last  year 
but  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  lower  and  compares  more  favourably 
wiith  those  for  Durham  County  and  for  England  and  Wales  than 
in  1959  and  is,  in  fact,  lower  than  for  the  Administrative  County 
of  Durham.  The  birth  rate  remains  lower  than  for  Durham  County 
or  the  country  as  a  whole  but  shows  an  increase  over  last  year’s 
figures  at  14.05  to  16.15.  The  infant  mortality  rate  still  remains 
high  at  36.20,  prematurity  remaining  the  commonest  cause  of 
infant  death.  Nevertheless,  the  District  shows  a  natural  popul¬ 
ation  increase  of  52.  It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  again  no 
deaths  occurred  due  to  pregnancy  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Cardio-v.ascular  disease  was  still  the  commonest  cause  of 
death,  with  a  total  number  of  82  as  compared  with  cancer,  the 
second  most  common  cause,  with  a  figure  of  33. 

Apart  from  tuberculosis,  only  1  case  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease — a  measles — was  reported.  11  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
— 9  pulmonary  and  2  non-  pulmonary — were  notified  compared 
with  9  in  total  in  1959.  3  deaths — all  pulmonary  in  type — were 

recorded  as  due  to  this  disease.  Once  again,  no  case  of  food 
poisoning  arose  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  case  of 
dysentry  was  notified. 

Poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  have  been  continued 
through-out  the  year.  Prophylaxis  against  diphtheria  and  against 
whooping  cough  has  also  been  carried  out,  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  combined  vaccine  being  used. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Districe  shows  an 
increase  of  68  over  the  revised  1959  figure  against  a  population 
increase  of  20,  thereby  effecting  a  reduction  in  the  persons  per 
house  ratio.  The  general  condition  of  housing  in  this  District  can 
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be  considered  as  satisfactory  but  the  response  of  landlords  to  the 
standard  grant  scheme  was  disappointing. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  respect  of  slum  clearance ;  13 
houses  were  closed  and  10  demolished.  18  fam'ilies  were  rehoused 
from  substandard  properties ;  and  34  sub-tenants  were  also  re¬ 
housed  resulting  in  an  improvement  in  their  living  conditions  for 
they  had  not  previously  enjoyed  a  home  of  thetfr  own.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  of  the  original  214  unfit  houses  scheduled  for  slum 
clearance  7  only  had  not  been  vacated. 

A  further  38  houses  now  receive  water  supplies  direct  from 
mains.  Appropriate  action  has  been  taken  since  the  coming 
Snto  force  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  1960.  The  factories  in  the  District  are  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition  and  only  5  requirments  under  the  Factories  Acts  were 
found  necessary. 

Of  necessity,  as  no  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  in  office 
from  September,  1960  until  July,  1961,  this  Report  has  been 
compiled  from  records  and  information  obtained  from  staff  of 
the  Health  and  other  Departments  and,  inevitably,  any  comments 
are  based  on  these  and  are  not  from  personal  experience  of 
the  District.  1  am  indebted  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  willing  assistance  in 
obtaining  necessary  information ;  and  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  in  supplying  information 
and  adv/.ce  as  officials  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  this 
District. 

I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  DRYDEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Acreage  :  5,145. 

Population  : 

1931  :  14,204 

1951  :  13,779 

1960  :  13,680  (estimated) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  : 

Council,  1,517;  Others,  3,109;  Total,  4,626. 

No.  of  other  premises  :  315 

Rateable  value  :  <£188,549. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £745. 

Vital  Statistics 


Births.  Comparability  factor  1.00. 

Live  births  :  Males  Females 

Number  117  1(04 


Rate  per  1,000  population 
Ryton  U.  D.  C.  :  16.15 

Durham  County  :  18.50 

England  &  Wales  :  17.10 


16.15  (C.  F. 
17.80  (C.  F. 
17.10 


Illegitimate  live  births  : 
Number 


Males  Females 
1  2 


Percentage  of  total  live  births 


1,36% 


Still  births  : 
Number 


Males  Females 
2  3 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  : 
Total  live  and  still  births  :  226 


Deaths.  Comparability  factor  1.11 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  registered  was 
and  3  lem ale. 


Total 

221 


Adjusted) 

Adjusted) 


Total 

3 


Total 


22.12 


8.  5  male 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Gastro-enteritis  :  1 

Pneumonia  :  1 

Peritonitis  :  1 

Prematurity  :  3 

Congenital  heart  disease  :  1 

Bronco-pneumonia  :  1 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  : 


Ryton  U.  D.  C.  :  36.2 

Durham  County  :  27.7 

England  and  Wales  :  21.7 

Legitimate  tinfant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  36.70 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  :  0.00 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

(deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  27.10 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  :  22.60 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  berths)  44.20 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : 
Number  of  deaths  :  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  0.00 


Total  number  of  deaths  in  the  District  : 

Males  Females  Total 

95  74  169 


Crude  Death  Rates  : 

Ryton  U.D.C.  :  12.35 

Durham  County:  11.50 

England  &  Wales  :  11.50 


13.71  (C.  F.  Adjusted) 
14.00  (C.  F.  Adjusted) 
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The  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 

during  I960. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M  ales 

Females 

All  Causes 

95 

74 

1  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  . . 

3 

2  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

4  Diphtheria 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8  Measles 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases . . 

•  •  • 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

3 

11  „  „  lung,  bronchus  . . 

4 

2 

12  „  „  breast 

... 

13  „  „  uterus 

2 

14  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

7 

1ft  Leukaemia,  aleuksemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

17 

8 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

20 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

20  Other  heart  disease 

11 

7 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

3 

22  Influenza 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

23  Pneumonia 

3 

1 

24  Bronchitis 

7 

1 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

1 

2C  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31  Congenital  malformations 

3 

... 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.. 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

16 

34  All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

35  Suicide 

1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  duhing-  I960  was  cardio¬ 
vascular  disease  with  82  deaths,  while  cancer  was  second  with 
33  deaths. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  for  the  year,  i.e.,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  52. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Ryton  Urban  District  |is  situated  in  the  north-west  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  county  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river 
Tyne,  on  the  south  by  two  tributaries,  known  as  the  Barlow  Burn 
and  the  Blaydon  Burn, which  separate  it  from  the  Blaydon  Urban 
District,  on  the  west  by  the  Stanley  Burn  which  forms  the  bound¬ 
ary  between  Ryton  Urban  District  and  the  County  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  and  on  the  east  by  an  artificial  boundary  separating  it  from 
the  Blaydon  Urban  District. 

The  Ryton  Urban  District  is  divided  into  four  wards  named 
Crookhill,  Ryton,  Crawcrook  and  Ryton  Woodside.  The  Ryton 
Crookhill  and  Crawcrook  wards,  although  much  lower  than 
Greenside  (600  ft.)  and  the  country  to  the  south,  stand  well  above 
the  level  of  the  Tyne,  which  is  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of 
Crawcrook  and  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Ryton.  They 
have  excellent  natural  drainage.  The  only  low  lying  parts  of  the 
District  are  the  areas  near  to  the  river  at  Clara  Vale  and  at 
Ryton  Haughs  where  there  are  two  rows  of  houses  near  Newburn 
Bridge. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  agricultural.  There  is 
one  brick  yard  and  there  are  a  few  sand  and  gravel  quarries. 

Most  of  the  population  is  employed  at  the  collieries,  of  which 
there  are  five,  situated  at  Greenside,  Clara  Vale,  Barmoor,  Star- 
gate  and  Addison. 

The  soil  is  day  and  sand. 
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II.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


National  Health  Service  Act. 


Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision. 

(1)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospital  facilities  for  the  District  are  provided  by  the  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirm¬ 
ary  and  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  the  Bensham  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  majority  of 
medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the  District. A  convalescent  home 
at  Wvlam  is  available  for  patients  after  hospital  treatment. 
Infectious  cases  requiring  isolation  are  referred  to  Sheriff  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital.  Provision  is  made  for  hospital  treatment  of 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  various  sanitoria  within  the 
Counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland  and  there  is  a  chest 
clinic  situated  at  Whickham  for  the  supervision  of  domiciliary 
cases. 

(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Services  Laboratories,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  This 
government  service  is  free  of  charge  to  practitioners  and  to  the 
Council. 


(3)  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

The  Regional  Headquarters  of  the  Blood  Transfu/sion  Service 
are  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  and  provides  necessary 
service  for  the  District. 

There  is  a  blood  donor  panel  established  at  the  Emma  Memorial 
Hall,  Ryton  and  sessions  are  held  twice  per  year.  At  present 
there  are  197  donors  on  the  panel  from  whom  235  donations 
were  received  during  the  year.  It  is  proposed  in  the  coming  year 
to  establish  a  further  panel  in  the  Ryton  Methodist  Church  Hall. 


(4)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 


This  service  is  administered  from  the  Newcastle  General  Hosp:tal 
and  the  District  receives  bi-annual  visits  from  a  mobile  unit. 
A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  mobile  mass  X-ray 


unit  is  given  below. 

Number  of 
Miniature 


Number 
recalled  for 


Number 
referred  to 


Year  Films.  Large  Films.  Chest  Clinic. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1953 

194 

105 

299 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

197 

171 

368 

19 

3 

22 

11 

1 

12 

1957 

701 

702 

1403 

47 

12 

59 

18 

4 

22 

1959 

G93 

402 

1095 

37 

8 

45 

29 

3 

32 

U 


Local  Authority  Provision. 

(1)  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  District  is  the  Durham 
County  Council. 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

There  are  no  centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  this 
District. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

The  only  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  District 
is  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Ryton 
each  Monday  and  an  ante-natal  clinic  alternate  Thursdays. 

(c)  Midwifery. 

A  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  provided.  The  names 
and  addresses  of  midwives  in  the  District  are  as  follows  : — 
Miss  J.  Knotts  99  Parkfield,  Ryton. 

Mrs  I.  Hall,  4  John  Avenue,  Greenside. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice  to  expectant  or  nursing  mothers 
on  the  care  of  young  children,  and  to  aged  or  ill  persons ; 
and  also  to  stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection. 

The  Health  Visitor  for  the  District  is  Miss  E.  V.  Henrich 
9,  Park  Drive,  Whickham. 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

The  services  of  a  Home  Nurse  are  available.  District  nurses 
for  the  Ryton  District  are  as  follows  : — 

Mrs  K.  Waggott,  6,  Runhead  Estate,  Ryton. 

Miss  H.  Robinson,  West  House,  Greenside 
Miss  E.  Graham,  East  House,  Greenside. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give  service 
within  the  National  Health  Service;  facilities  are  also  avail¬ 
able  for  the  vaccination  of  children  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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Immunisation  against  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  is 
carried  out  on  application  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres,  or  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed 
to  give  service  within  the  National  Health  Service. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may,  in  certain 
circumstances,  he  carried  out  by  chest  physicians  at  the 
Chest  Clinics. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  is  available,  free  of  charge 
for  all  persons  who  have  attained  the  age  of  six  months 
and  are  under  forty  years  on  the  date  of  application  for 
vaccination,  for  all  expectant  mothers,  and  for  certain 
other  specified  persons. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Council  provides  a  free  ambulance  service  in 
the  District  for  persons  for  whom  ambulance  transport  is 
necessary.  The  Rvton  Urban  District  is  served  bv  the 
Ambulance  Station,  East  Street,  Stanley. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

Nursing  equipment  is  provided  for  sick  persons  at  the 
request  of  medical  practitioners,  district  nurses  and  hospital 
almoners.  Invalid  chairs  are  also  available;  and  extra 
nourishment  or  bedding  can  be  supplied  to  patients  suffer¬ 
ing  from  tuberclosis.  A  charge  is  normally  made  for  this 
service  but,  in  certain  crcumstances,  the  charge  may  be  re¬ 
duced  or  waived  altogether. 

(i)  Home  Help  Services. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help 
is  needed  because  of  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill, 
an  expectant  mother,  lying  in,  mentally  ill,  aged  or  a 
child  not  over  school  age.  Requests  for  the  services  of 
a  Home  Help  can  be  made  direct  to  the  Countv  Health 
Department  or  to  the  assistant  organiser  for  the  Area, 
Mrs  L.  Caley.  2,  Mill  Lane,  Winlaton  Mill,  or  to  the 
Health  Visitors.  A  charge  is  normally  made  for  this  service 
but,  in  certain  circumstances,  the  charge  may  be  reduced 
or  waived  altogether. 

(2)  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
are  given  later  in  this  Report.  The  Urban  District  Council  is  the 
responsible  Authority. 
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Local  Executive  Council  Provision. 

The  Durham  County  Executive  Council  is  the  Executive  Council 
for  the  provision  of  the  General  Medical  and  Dental,  the  Pharma¬ 
ceutical  and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services  for  the 
district.  One  of  the  medical  practices  is  a  partnership  of  several 
doctors. 

Education  Act. 

Local  Education  Authority. 

Durham  County  Council  is  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the 
Urban  District. 

School  Health  Services. 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  The  services  provide  for  the  systematic  medical 
inspection,  and  for  the  medical  and  dental  treatment,  of 
schoolchildren.  Where  a  child  is  found  to  require  specialist 
examination  or  treatment,  arrangements  are  made,  with  the 
agreement  of  the  parents  and  the  family  doctor,  for  the  child 
to  attend  the  appropriate  hospital  or  clinic.  Facilities  are 
provided  at  school  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ail¬ 
ments,  defective  vision,  dental  and  speech  defects.  Special 
schools  are  provided  for  educationally  sub-normal  and 
delicate  children.  Arrangements  are  made  when  necessary 
for  other  handicaped  children  to  be  placed  in  special  schools 
maintained  by  other  Authorities. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

There  is  increasing  evidence  of  persons  who  are  aged,  infirm 
and  living  alone  and  in  need  of  some  degree  of  assistance.  Al¬ 
though  the  Council  are  authorised  by  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
in  certain  cases,  to  apply  for  compulsory  powers  to  remove  per¬ 
sons  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  in  most  cases  the  persons 
affected  are  anxious  to  remain  in  their  own  homes.  With  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Home  Help  Service,  of  the  Local  Health  Auth¬ 
ority,  and  the  National  Assistance  Board,  it  has  often  been 
found  possible  to  effect  improvement  in  the  welfare  of  these  per¬ 
sons  without  recourse  to  compulsory  powers. 
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III.  Prevalence  of,  and  Contror  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

Notifiable  Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever _ 

Whooping  Cough _ 

Diphtheria 

Measles _ 

Ac.  Pneumonia _ 

Meningoccal  Inf. _ 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
Paralytic _ 

Non -Paralytic _ 

Ac.  Encephalitis 
Smallpox 

Oph  halmia  neonatorum 
Puerperal  pyrexia _ 

Erysipelas _ 

Dysen'  ery _ 

Enter.c  or  typhoid  fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis. 

Respiratory 

Meninges  &  C.N.S. 

Other  Forms 

TOTALS 


1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

P 


« 

in 

co 


<u 

OjO 

< 


<n 

hJ 

< 

H 

O 

H 


7 


i 

l 


1  I  3 


|  1 

1  I  4 


5 

T 


6 


1  9 

I _ L 

I _ L 
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Incidence  of  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  since  1950 
(Excluding  Tuberculosis.) 


ScarletFever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Year 

Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

Noti¬ 

fied 

deaths 

Noti¬ 

fied 

deaths 

Noti¬ 

fied 

deaths 

Noti¬ 

fied 

deaths 

Noti¬ 

fied 

deaths 

1060 

6 

1 

3 

44 

1 

26 

_ 

1951 

33 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

179 

— 

33 

— 

1952 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

160 

— 

43 

— 

1953 

12 

— 

1 

— 

- 

110 

— 

65 

— 

1954 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

— 

4 

— 

1956 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

309 

— 

48 

— 

1056 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1957 

2 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

3-6 

— 

39 

— 

1058 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

24 

— 

1950 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

170 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Hospital 


Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1960 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-Resp'ry 

1 

Respii 

atory 

Non-b 

esp'ry 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

5—14 

15—24  ••• 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—44  ••• 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—64  — 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  yrs  &  over 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

unknown 

Total 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Food  Poisoning. 


Total  No. 
of  outbreaks 

No  of 
cases. 

No.  of 
deaths 

Organisms  or  other 

agents  responsible 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of  each 

Foods  involved 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of  each 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

!• 


IMMUNISATIONS 


Poliomyelitis. 


No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  Ryton  U.  D.  during 
the  year  1960. 


Area  Statistics. 


By  the  31st  December,  1960,  19,641  persons  had  received 
primary  Poliomyelitis  vaccinations  in  the  area  comprising  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whicham.  Of  t  hese 
13,084  had  received  their  third  injections  in  addition. 

The  age  group  distribution  of  primary  vaccinations  was  as 
under : — 


Number  of  persons  vaccinated  with  two 
injections  at  any  time 
up  to  31. 12.60 


Number  of  persons 
who  had  received 
third  injections  up  to 

31.12.60 


Persons 

Persons 

born  in 

born  in 

Other 

Total 

years 

1943-60 

years 

1933-42 

Groups 

14,314 

4,209 

1,118 

19,641 

Statistics  for  Ryton  U.  D. 

Primary  vaccinations  and  3rd  injections  received  during  the 
year  1960  are  shown  below  : — 

Vaccinations  undetaken  by  Ceneral  Practitioners. 


Primary  Vaccinations 

Third 

Injection 

1943-60 

1933-42 

Under  40  & 
born  before 
1933 

Others 

Total 

1.068 

185 

64 

138 

7 

394 

A  number  of  vaccinations  were  undertaken  also  by  factories 
operating  in  the  District. 
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IV  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  District  is  provided  by  the  New¬ 
castle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co.,  except  for  nineteen  houses  in  the 
Blaydon  Burn  area  which  are  supplied  by  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board  and  seven  houses  in  isolated  parts  of  the  District 
which  depend  on  wells  and  springs. 

The  mains  water  is  of  good  quality  and  the  supply  is  con¬ 
tinuous  and  plentiful.  Two  dwellings  previously  supplied  by 
wells  were  connected  to  the  mains  supply  during1  the  year. 

Samples  taken  from  the  wells  were  found  on  analysis  to  be 
of  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard  and  the  supplies  from 


these  sources  proved  adequate  during  the  year. 

Houses  Population 

Number  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

direct  to  houses  :  4616  13652 

Number  supplied  from  public  water  mains  , 

to  standpipes  :  3  7 

Number  supplied  from  wells  and  springs  7  21 


4626  13680 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  formal  action  under  this  heading  was  required  during  the 
year.  Some  concern  was  felt,  however,  regarding  the  deterior¬ 
ation  in  the  condition  of  Westburn,  Crawcrook,  arising  from  the 
obstructed  nature  of  the  watercourse,  the  discharge  of  sewage 
effluent  thereinto,  and  the  proximity  of  the  newly  erected  dwell- 
inghouses.  The  Council  agreed  to  require  this  watercourse  to  be 
piped  for  part  of  its  length  as  a  condition  to  its  assuming  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  maintenance  of  the  sewage  works  since  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  this  action  is  necessary  if  possible  nuisance  from  this 
watercourse  is  to  be  obviated. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Practically  all  sewage  is  discharged,  untreated,  into  the 
Ri,er  Tvne  by  three  main  and  two  subsidiary  outfalls.  Except¬ 
ions  to  this  are  the  properties  at  Coalburns  and  dwellinghouses 
at  Westburn  which  discharge  to  local  treatment  plants.  In 
practice  it  is  considered  that  these  small  type  sewage  disposal 
plants,  which  serve  a  useful  purpose  for  isolated  development, 
are  not  satisfactory  in  the  centre  of  urban  development.  They 
seldom  produce  an  effluent  of  really  good  quality  and  can  give 
rise  to  nuisance,  particularly  from  odour.  So  far  as  future  devel- 
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opment  is  concerned,  a  comprehensive  sewerage  system  for  the 
District  would  be  preferable  to  the  installation  of  a  number  of 
small  works  throughout  the  District. 

Rodent  Control.  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949). 

Treatment  of  the  sewers  is  carried  out  regularly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  has  undoubtedly  reduced  the  rat  popul¬ 
ation  both  in  the  sewers  and  in  surface  infestations.  All  com¬ 
plaints  received  are  investigated  and  advice  given  on  suitable 
methods  of  treatment.  Treatment  of  business  premises  is  carried 
out  on  a  re-chargeable  basis  and  in  other  cases  bait  and  poison  is 
provided  and  laid  free  of  charge.  The  Council's  refuse  tips  are 
regularly  treated  and  evidence  suggests  that,  although  occas¬ 
ional  infestations  do  occur  in  the  area,  these  are  of  minor  char¬ 
acter 

Minor  infestations  dealt  with: — rats  ‘26;  mice  19;  total  45. 

Closet  Accomodation. 

With  the  exception  of  some  agricultural  properties  and 
eleven  dwellings  in  unsewered  parts  of  the  District,  all  houses 
are  equipped  with  water  closets.  The  elimination  of  all  privies 
and  ash-closets  and  their  conversion  to  a  watercarriage  system 
is  undoubtedly  a  desirable  objective. 

Arrangements  for  the  conversion  of  five  privies  were  made 
during  the  year  and  one  such  conversion  was  completed.  A 
further  six  dwellings  deficient  in  modern  sanitation  are  scheduled 
for  demolition  under  the  slum  clearance  programme.  Whilst, 
therefore,  a  gradual  elimination  of  insanitary  accommodation  is 
taking  place,  it  is  hoped  that  further  progress  will  be  made  in 
the  near  future,  possibly  with  the  aid  of  the  standard  grant 
scheme. 

Refuse  Removal. 

The  Council  is  directly  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the 
refuse  removal  in  the  District. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  dustbins,  which 
are  emptied  twice  weekly  where  necessary;  the  remainder  are 
emptied  once  a  week.  The  service  was  consistently  maintained 
throughout  the  year  during  which  341,898  receptacles  were 
emptied  ;  the  estimated  tonnage  disposed  of  was  8,129. 

Four  vehicles  of  the  following  types  are  used  : — 


Karrier 

C.  K.  3 

1949 

10 

cu.  yd.  capacity 

Karrier  Gamecock 

1955 

10 

cu.  vd.  capacity 

Karrier 

Bantam 

1956 

7 

cu.  vd.  capacity 

Karrier 

Gamecock 

1959 

10 

cu.  vd.  capacity 

20 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  following  sites  : — 

(1)  Crawcrook  Quarry.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
along  with  quarry  waste  and  this  tip  has  operated  satisfact¬ 
orily.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  gaining  access  to 
the  tip  face  due  to  the  tip  road  being  churned  by  quarry 
vehicles  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a  separate 
access  road,  to  prevent  vehicles  becoming  bogged. 

(2)  Barlow  Lane.  Swamp  land  is  being  reclaimed  but  the 
available  tipping  space  is  becoming  limited.  Therefore 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  alternative  tip,  in  the 
same  vicinity,  to  be  used  as  and  when  necessary. 

(3)  Hoiburn  Dene.  This  tip  has  been  extremely  valuable 
since  it  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  Ryton  and 
Crookhill  Wards  and,  by  its.  use,  has  effected  considerable 
saving  in  vehicle-hours  and  cost  which  would  otherwise  be 
involved  in  longer  hauls. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  Crawcrook,  Ryton, 
Greenside  and  Runhead. 

Disinfection  of  Houses. 

In  cases  of  infectious  disease  disinfectants  are  supplied  by 
the  Council  free  of  charge. 

Tents  Vans  and  Sheds. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
came  into  force  on  the  29th  August,  1960.  The  eight  existing  sites 
within  the  District  were  reviewed  in  accordance  with  the  Act  and 
three  licences  were  issued  for  limited  periods,  three  caravans  were 
removed  from  their  sites,  one  licence  application  was  refused  and 
a  decision  in  respect  of  the  remaining  site  was  awaited  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Vermin. 

The  District  is  comparatively  free  from  vermin,  but  where 
these  do  occur  advice  is  given  and  suitable  insecticide  issued.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  it  is  advisable  for  the  work  to  be  carried 
out,  under  instructions,  by  the  tenants  themselves.  It  is  frequently 
found  that  the  active  co-opcration  of  the  tenants  is  necessary  to 
ensure  thorough  disinfestation  as,  in  many  cases,  several  applic¬ 
ations  of  the  insecticide  are  required. 

Council  houses  are  inspected,  particularly  when  tenancy 
changes  occur,  to  ensure  that  conditions  are  satisfactory  in  this 
respect. 
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Schools. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  District  is  satisfactory. 

Factories. 

There  are  twenty  factories  on  the  register  as  follows  : — 


Building  trade  premises  ...  2 

Bakeries  ..„  ...  3, 

Boot  repairing  ...  ...  1 

Brickyards  ...  ...  1 

Garages  ...  ...  3 

Joinery  ...  ...  2 

Power  Station  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  3 

Television  repairs  ...  4 
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The  condition  of  the  factories  is  generally  satisfactory  and 
in  only  five  instances  was  it  necessary  to  make  requirements  ■  cn- 
cerning  matters  for  which  this  Council  is  responsible. 

Recreation  Grounds. 

The  recreation  parks  at  Ryton  and  Crawcrook  add  consider¬ 
ably  to  the  amenities  of  the  District.  Gardens,  pavilions,  bowling 
greens,  tennis  courts,  putting  greens,  children’s  playgrounds, 
a  paddling  pool  and  an  open  air  swimming  pool  have  been  pro¬ 
vided.  The  provision  of  these  facilities  makes  a  notable  contrib¬ 
ution  to  the  general  health  of  the  community. 

Swimming  Pool. 

The  open  air  swimming  pool  provided  by  the  Council  at 
Fcrndene  Park  is  filled  from  the  main  supply  and  treatment  is 
provided  by  filtration,  chlorination  and  aeration.  Regular  samples 
of  the  water  were  taken  during  the  season  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  result  in  every  case  showed  the 
samples  of  water  to  be  of  the  highest  attainable  bacteriological 
standard. 
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V.  HOUSING. 


All  complaints  regarding;  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
and  structural  defects  are  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken 
where  necessary. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  the  buildng  of  thirty- 
six  houses. 

The  majority  of  the  existing  houses  are  of  modern  construc¬ 
tion  and  most  of  them  well-built ;  the  new  streets  are  well  planned 
and  there  is  practically  no  crowding  of  houses  into  confined  yards 
and  courts.  In  addition  the  district  enjoys  the  natural  advantages 
of  being  situated  on  rising  ground  and  in  being  surrounded  by 
open  country. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
houses  originally  scheduled  for  slum  clearance,  seven  remained 
occupied.  A  further  twenty-six  properties  were  represented  to  the 
Council  for  action  under  the  Housing  Act  and  it  was  agreed  that 
these  should  be  added  to  the  Council’s  programme.  Thirteen 
houses  were  closed  and  ten  demolished,  and  eighteen  tenants  were 
re-housed  from  sub-standard  properties. 

Building  Progress. 

Since  1st  January,  1920,  the  following  building  has  taken 


place  : — 

Houses  built  by  Council  1515 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  835 


Total  2350 


Since  1945  : — 

Houses  built  by  Council  874 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  190 


Total  1064 
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HOUSING  NEED  SUMMARY. 


Year 

Live 

Appli¬ 

cations 

One 

Family 

in 

House 

Number  and  size  of  families  where 
two  or  more  families  in  house. 

I 

NUMBER  IN  FAMILY 
23456  Over  6 

Total 

Jan. 

49 

809 

360 

4 

179 

190 

54 

17 

5 

... 

449 

Jan. 

50 

854 

371 

5 

201 

199 

49 

19 

8 

2 

483 

Jan. 

51 

911 

408 

6 

217 

202 

54 

17 

6 

1 

503 

Jan. 

52 

622 

261 

4 

162 

146 

37 

9 

2 

1 

361 

Jan. 

53 

569 

237 

2 

147 

140 

33 

7 

2 

1 

322 

Jan. 

54 

510 

214 

2 

129 

114 

39 

7 

3 

2 

296 

Jan. 

55 

458 

207 

... 

123 

90 

27 

7 

4 

... 

251 

Jan. 

56 

400 

201 

.... 

100 

64 

25 

4 

5 

1 

199 

Jan. 

57 

330 

172 

92 

40 

17 

5 

3 

1 

158 

Jan. 

58 

365 

177 

105 

56 

17 

8 

1 

1 

188 

Jan. 

59 

315 

151 

90 

56 

11 

4 

1 

2 

164 

Jan. 

<0 

312 

148 

... 

89 

53 

17 

4 

... 

1 

164 

Jan. 

61 

268 

131 

2 

68 

50 

14 

2 

... 

1 

137 

Housing  applications  from  Aged  Persons  35 

Housing  Applicatons  from  Single  Persons  72 

Applications  for  housing  accommodation  which  are  not  re¬ 
newed  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  and  every  subsequent 
twelve  months  are  removed  from  the  list  of  applicants. 

Overcrowding. 

Of  the  nine  cases  of  overcrowding  recorded  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year,  three  cases  were  alleviated  by  the  provision  of 
Council  house  accommodation  and  arrangements  for  the  relief  of 
a  further  case  were  in  hand. 
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Housing  Applications  during  1960. 


From  Sub-tenants 

66 

From  Tenants 

43 

From  Aged  Persons 

10 

From  Single  Persons 

19 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

During  the  year,  forty-one  applications  were  received  and 
thirty-nine  approved.  Of  the  applications  approved  thirty  were 
from  owner-occupiers  and  nine  related  to  tenanted  houses.  Since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  June,  1959,  there  have  been  a 
total  of  forty  three  grants,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  £3,567 
5s.  8d. 

Clean  Air  Act,  i960. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  received  consideration  by  the 
Council.  To  the  date  of  this  report,  no  action  has  been  taken,  to 
declare  any  part  of  the  District  a  Smoke  Control  Area. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960. 

Under  the  above  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  27th 
November,  1960,  noise  or  vibration  which  amounts  to  a  nuisance 
at  Common  Law  becomes  a  statutory  nuisance  to  be  dealt  with 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Local  authorities  now  will  be  able  to  serve,  where  applicable, 
abatement  notices  upon  the  person  or  persons  in  default.  The 
Act  does  not  apply  to  aircraft  or  to  noise  caused  by  statutory 
undertakings  in  the  exercise  of  their  powers.  Special  provision 
is  made  in  the  case  of  noise  arising  from  a  trade  or  business, 
and  in  the  case  of  loudspeakers  used  in  the  streets. 
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VI.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  Premises. 

The  inspection  of  food  handling-  premises  shows  that  the 
standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  satisfactory.  One  food  prepar¬ 
ation  premises  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  was  closed  by  the 
occupier  in  preference  to  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Regulations.  There  are  three  bakeries  in  the  District.  All  are 
clean,  orderly  and  up-to-date  in  their  arrangements. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 
They  are  regularly  inspected  particularly  during  the  hours  in 
which  slaughtering  takes  place. 

In  accordance  with  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  a  review 
of  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of  the  District 
for  slaughterhouse  facilities  was  carried  out,  and  a  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
The  findings  of  this  report  were  that  two  of  the  existing  slaught¬ 
erhouses  were  capable  of  being  brought  to  the  standard  to  comply 
with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  and  the  Slau¬ 
ghter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  the  third 
slaughterhouse  being  considered  by  the  Council  and  the  occupier 
to  be  incapable  of  such  improvement  at  an  economic  cost. 

The  date  recommended  by  the  Council  for  the  bringing  into 
force  of  the  new  Regulations  was  1st  July,  1961. 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream,  in  one  of  which  the  cold  mix  process  is  used.  The 
other  premises  has  been  fitted  with  modern  plant  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations. 
The  ice  cream  is  manufactured  under  very  satisfactory  conditions. 

Thirty-three  other  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

Condemned  Food. 

Forty-six  Certificates  of  Surrender  have  been  issued. 


UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED. 


No. 

of  Tins 

Weight 

Assorted  meats 

21 

162' lb. 

Assorted  vegetables 

49 

26  lb. 

Milk 

8 

— 

Fruit 

52 

45  lb. 

Fish 

2 

1  lb. 

Meat,  offal,  etc. 

— 

293  lb 

Assorted  foods 

— 

4  lb. 

36 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 


or  in  part. 


Cattle  excluding 
Cows 

W 

■s 

o 

O 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

329 

- 

2 

1107 

56 

- 

Number  inspected 

329 

- 

2 

1107 

66 

— 

AM  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

27 

_ 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
uberculosis  and  cysticerci 

8-21% 

1-79% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

—  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0-90% 

— 

— 

_ 

1-79% 

— 

Cysticercosls 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

J 

1 

_ 

_ 

 | 

 | 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

-  | 

— 

— 

— 
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LIST  OF  BYELAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  DISTRICT. 


Date  of  Adoption 

14th  May,  1902  . . 

14th  May,  1902  . 

14th  May,  1902  . 

14th  May,  1902  . 

9th  September,  1903  ...i.-. 


Title. 

Drainage  of  existing  buildings. 
Nuisances. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar 
structures. 


12th  January,  1921  . . .  Byelaws  and  Regulations  with 

respect  to  the  charges  for  the  use 
of  the  cemetery  at  Ryton. 

8th  February,  1928  .  Relating  to  new  streets. 

12th  April,  1950  .  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Conditions 


and  Practices  in  connection  with 
the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  the  Open  Air. 


1st  September,  1951  ....- .  Fouling  of  footways  by  Dogs. 

1st  September,  1951  . .  Nuisances  contrary  to  Public 

Decency. 

9th  September,  1953  .  Building  Byelaws. 

1st  March,  1954  .  Deposit  of  mud  and  other  mater¬ 

ials  on  highways. 

12th  February,  1930  .  A  Scheme  for  the  Regulation  and 

Management  of  a  common  known 
as  Ryton  Willows  and  Reed  Side. 
The  Commons  Act,  1899. 

1st  August,  1957  .  Preservation  of  Road  Margins. 

12th  May,  1960 .  Building  Byelaws  made  under 

Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1966. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
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There  are  no  outworkers  registered  in  the  District. 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTM NET 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  O.B.E., 

(until  22nd  September,  1960.) 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D  I  M  &  H 

Public  Health  Inspector — 

LESLIE  G.  DANSIE,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Clerk  : 


J.  A.  PICKERING. 


